6th -15th SEPTEMBER 2019
KATHERINE, NORTHERN TERRITORY

LISA MUMBIN
JAWOYN ASSOCIATION
BOARD CHAIRPERSON

MICHAEL
GUNNER
NORTHERN TERRITORY
CHIEF MINISTER

THIS 10th SEPTEMBER, JAWOYN PEOPLE CELEBRATE A
MILESTONE IN THEIR MODERN HISTORY - 30 YEARS SINCE
THEY REGAINED TRADITIONAL OWNERSHIP OF NITMILUK

Mam-gun Mungguy-wun lerr-nyarrang
Nitmiluk - Sharing our country Nitmiluk
- these were the words we danced under
on the day Jawoyn people were officially
recognised as the traditional owners of
Nitmiluk and the surrounding area.

Thank-you Jawoyn people for sharing your
amazing culture and spectacular lands.

The anniversary of the handback of

The Territory Labor Government is proud
to partner with you in managing Nitmiluk
National Park, now one of the Territory’s
top tourist destinations.

the Northern Territory Government offers

The day of the handback was one of much
celebration, and 30 years on we have so
much to continue to celebrate.

People from around the world come to
the park every year to learn about Jawoyn
culture and enjoy 13 majestic sandstone
gorges and landscapes.

Nitmiluk National Park’s natural and

Tourism is a key economic driver in the
Katherine region and we’re investing
$10 million in the park to refresh visitor
experiences, develop new ones and expand

in the Katherine region.

Despite early fears Jawoyn people would
‘take the gorge away’, it was always our
intention to share our country. As elder
Ray Fordimail said at the handback,
‘I don’t know where we were supposed
to take it’. Nimtiluk was always here and
always will be.
Over the decades since handback, we have
worked with governments, organisations,
community groups and individuals to grow
and share our country and understanding
of our culture and community. We have
grown a thriving tourism industry and our
rangers help manage country.
Nitmiluk is the place that has ultimately
brought the community together, it is
a place we in Katherine, the Northern
Territory and Australia can all celebrate,
and that’s what this festival is all about place, people and community.

Nitmiluk and Jawoyn’s partnership with
a significant occasion for the broader
community to reflect on the successes
of collaboration and reconciliation.
cultural wonders make it a shining jewel
in the crown of the Northern Territory
and a source of great pride for people

Successful joint management has grown the

tourism infrastructure, complementing our
earlier $5.5 million stimulus package that will
create jobs and boost the local economy.

park and tourism. More than 270,000 people

Recent upgrades to crossovers in the
first and second gorges, upgrading of
the Nitmiluk Centre, a new jetty and new
mountain bike trails will make the park an
even more exciting place to visit.

is shared for everyone to enjoy.

The Jawoyn’s sharing of their country
since it was handed back to them in 1989
is an outstanding example of local people
managing their lands and protecting
their culture in a way that will benefit
generations to come.

celebrates Nitmiluk, the wider Katherine

We are delighted to be part of the Nitmiluk
Festival celebrating 30 years of sharing.

now visit Nitmiluk every year. Home to the
Jawoyn people for millennia, it’s a place that
In this spirit, groups and organisations
from across the Katherine region have
united to grow the 30th anniversary
celebrations and create a festival that
region and community.
We invite you to join us as we celebrate
Nitmiluk with this special festival.

* EXHIBITION *

SHARING
COUNTRY

* MUSIC *

FRIDAY 6TH - SATURDAY
14TH SEPTEMBER
OPENING NIGHT:
FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER
6PM - 8PM
GODINYMAYIN YIJARD RIVERS
ART AND CULTURE CENTRE

CONCERT
IN THE
GORGE
A rare chance to experience the majestic

Sharing Country showcases Jawoyn

gorge under the stars and enjoy a

culture, history and land. It observes

selection of songs from the Australian

Jawoyn people’s fight for recognition,

Army Band Darwin with a special

the hand back of Nitmiluk and it looks

performance by the local children’s

at vital partnerships, collaboration and

Canterbillay Choir.

reconciliation on Jawoyn country over
the past 30 years.

SATURDAY 7th SEPTEMBER
4PM
SECOND GORGE,
NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK

$66 per person includes bush-food
inspired picnic-style meal and
ferry transfers.
Tickets available through
Nitmiluk Tours: nitmiluktours.com.au

* ALCOHOL FREE EVENT *

* ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS *

30TH ANNIVERSARY
NITMILUK HANDBACK
TUESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER
10AM - 3PM
GURRILUK (THE GORGE),
NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK
A day of celebration marks the
anniversary of the official hand
back of Nitmiluk to Jawoyn people
and recognition of their traditional
connection to the land, and the
beginning of a successful partnership
with the Northern Territory Government.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES
YIRRMAL * MUSIC *DANCERS

* ALCOHOL FREE EVENT *

*FAMILY DAY *

* EXPLORE NATURE *

LELIYN

FAMILY FUN DAY

SUNDAY 8th SEPTEMBER
10AM - 3PM
LELIYN (EDITH FALLS)
A family fun day with entertainment
for all ages, including a jumping
castle, face painting and range of
activities in and out of the water.

KATHERINE

BIRD FESTIVAL

THURSDAY 12th - SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER
VARIOUS LOCATIONS THROUGH THE KATHERINE REGION
A colourful four-day program which includes
bird watching, a bird-finding gorge boat tour,
bushwalking and sunset viewings.

* ALCOHOL FREE EVENT *

Tickets available through Katherine
Visitors Centre: visitkatherine.com.au

* FOOD & WINE *

* FESTIVAL MARKETS *

JOURNEY
OF THE
PALATE

SHARING
COMMUNITY
MARKETS

CICADA LODGE,
NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK
THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER
REMOTE FLAVOURS

SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER
3PM - 6PM
GORGE JETTY LAWNS,
NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK

Nitmiluk Gorge, hosted at the luxurious,

An exploration of paired wines from some

Set on the shaded lawns of the gorge

award-winning five star Cicada Lodge.

of the remotest regions in Australia.

banks, the festival markets showcase

A magical weekend of adventure and
the discovery of gourmet food and wine,
country and culture in two events at

community groups, culture, arts and crafts,
and specialty foods.

FRIDAY 13TH - SATURDAY
14th SEPTEMBER
JOURNEY OF THE PALATE

SPECIAL EXHIBITS
JAWOYN & PARK RANGERS * RAAF

Sunset canapes, daytime adventures
and cultural experiences, alongside three
and five course dinners accompanied
with food-matched wines. With a strong
focus on locally-sourced ingredients
and premium wines, this special journey
hosted by wine connoisseur Jeremy Oliver
and renowned Indigenous chef Mark Olive
will create memories that last a lifetime.

For further information:
sales@nitmiluktours.com.au

* ALCOHOL FREE EVENT *

* MOVIE NIGHT *

PARTNERS OF THE FESTIVAL

SHARING
STORIES
SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER
6.30PM
GORGE JETTY LAWNS,
NITMILUK NATIONAL PARK

Katherine’s very own deckchair cinema
on Nitmiluk’s jetty lawns features a free
screening of Top End Wedding
and Jedda.
Bring along your own picnic mat or

Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet

low camp chair, kick back and enjoy
Territory stories on the silver screen.

KATHERINE

* ALCOHOL FREE EVENT *

BIRD FESTIVAL
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